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Out of the shadows and into the dark! 
After a ten-year hiatus, the Danish rock ensemble TYRANTS & KINGS emerges from the 
shadows and into the dark on their new album, the majestic 'Sketches For A Requiem' - 
an album from a mature band with a new minimalist approach to production and 
songwriting, cutting to the core in its personal tales of life and death. 

TYRANTS & KINGS have been on a significant artistic journey since 2008, where they rose 
from the ashes of the rock band The Royal Highness with singer and songwriter Dennis 
Kasten as the band's creative driving force. Since then, TYRANTS & KINGS have released 
three albums 'Tyrants & Kings' (2009), 'Phosphor Anthems' (2011), and most recently 
'RunMarchBurn' (2014), while establishing themselves as a present and rawly swinging 
live orchestra. 

Following the three initial albums, where the hard, guitar-based rock sound dominated, 
there arose a need within the band to trim all unnecessary musical fat and let the vocals 
and songs take center stage. After experimenting with various new material without 
significant results, one day the band found an abandoned and untuned piano in their 
rehearsal complex in Copenhagen's Sydhavn. The songs began to seep gently from the 
old instrument, almost as if it had kept them hidden until precisely that time. Suddenly, 
the band had the skeleton of a new type of song; Naked, smoldering and gritty, with 
melodies that feel both familiar and new, and with a structure and dynamic that 
constantly moves and lives its own special life. 

TYRANTS & KINGS decided to follow this path and create a record with no limit to 
ambition or emotional scope, and filled with presence, personality and honesty, telling 
stories, creating images and conveying emotions. The band built their own studio, and the 
new material underwent many transformations and versions in form and style through a 
long process, which, however, always maintained its focus on vocals, songwriting, stories 
and the people behind. 

After ten years of work, TYRANTS & KINGS can now finally share the nine songs that 
comprise the new album 'Sketches For A Requiem'. With respect for masters like Cave, 
Dylan and Cohen, the band grapples with the challenges of existence in an equally 
beautiful and bruised twilight rock music, where personal lyrics and intense melody are 
etched into the surface of dirty soundscapes, instrumentation and arrangements. It 
rattles, rumbles, and roars, but above all, it lives and breathes. 

The title 'Sketches For A Requiem' denotes both the process of creating the songs, which 
the band still considers to be in continuous change, and the subject matter of the 
songwriting: It is a requiem, written by a human halfway through life, wandering through a 
dystopian landscape with an ever-clearer view of the end approaching slowly on the 
horizon. The songs are personal, but are more of a reflection on the universal conditions 
that eternal change and, ultimately, death constitute. As such, with their new album, 
TYRANTS & KINGS have managed to unite intention and work, form and content, life and 
art, with the continuously fluctuating songs on 'Sketches For A Requiem', which precisely 
express the very changeability of life itself. 
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